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Independent road funding call
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FORMER state parliamentarian Nick
Xenophon has vowed to push for an independent process to distribute major highway
grants if he is elected as an Australian
Senator.
He visited Mount Gambier yesterday in
the wake of the Coalition’s pledge to provide
$10.5b in funding for the eastern states if
re-elected, drawing criticism the Howard
Government had snubbed South Australia
in favour of election battleground areas.
An $80m upgrade of the Dukes Highway
was promised as part of the package, but Mr
Xenophon said it was “not good enough”.
“SA has been treated like the poor cousins
to the eastern states,” he said, stating if
elected he would introduce new legislation
to reform the roads funding system.
“Highways are obviously an issue holding
back the South East and costing lives.”
Mr Xenophon said he would call for the
Commonwealth auditor general to oversee
an independent process to consider safety
and economic priorities and ensure funding
was shared fairly across the nation.
“That way you could put the decisions of
any Federal Government - Liberal or Labor
- under the microscope,” he said.
However, Member for Barker Patrick
Secker said Commonwealth funding allocations were already assessed by the national
audit ofﬁce.
“Anything shonky or unfair would clearly
show up in the audit reports, which happen
regularly,” he said.
He said the eastern states had larger
populations and freight demands, therefore
attracting more funding, but announcements

pSenate candidate Nick Xenophon has called for a greater slice of Commonwealth roads funding for South Australia. Picture:
JASON WALLACE.
“We need close to 10pc of the funding for
were not focused on marginal seats.
is rubbish, it goes to the electorates with
our fair share,” he said.
“I’ve secured more roads money than any members of parliament who work hard.”
Mr Xenophon said he had decided to run
other federal or state member in South
However, Mr Xenophon said South
Australia,” he said, explaining he had Australia received only 6pc of the national for the senate as an independent after the
attracted almost $1b for the safe Liberal Auslink funding, despite facing almost 9pc success of his “No Pokies” campaign in State
seat of Barker during his nine years in of the freight task and maintaining 11pc of Parliament and believed he could have a
parliament.
the national highway network and 15pc of greater impact in the federal sphere, ﬁghting
“To say money only goes to marginal seats rural roads.
for South Australia.

Police monitor crowd behaviour as
new smoking bans come into effect
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pA ban on smoking in licensed premises has not led to any problems, but it is
too early to draw any conclusions, according to South East Superintendent
Mark Fairney.

Fairney’s UK experience
premises on the streets
having a smoke, which
was a safety concern
for us.
“It also led to some
confrontation between
smokers and nonsmokers passing by.”
Spt Fairney said
there were no such
signs in the South East
since the introduction
of smoking bans in
licensed premises on
November 1, but it was
too early to draw solid

conclusions due to poor
weather conditions.
There have been
no obvious changes,
according to Spt
Fairney, who said
licensed premises
catered better for smokers in Mount Gambier
than East Kent, but
the test would come
when crowds returned
in droves when the
weather improves.
“We had 100mm
in a couple of days
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which led to events
being cancelled, like
the Millicent show,”
he said.
“Shadows had about
five people in it, so
there is not much to
gauge it on yet.
“If a place is packed
to the rafters and they
all ﬁle outside or to a
beer garden then we
may start to see that
effect.”
Police will continue
to monitor behaviour.

Hurry! Appointments
must be made by
December 1st to be
in time for Christmas
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IT is too early to tell
whether smoking bans
in licensed premises
will result in any
altercations, according to South East
Superintendent Mark
Fairney.
Spt Fairney said
police were monitoring
behaviour of smokers
forced to vacate a
licensed premises to
light up, with the head
of police in the region
drawing on experience
from his four month
stint in England,
where he witnessed
ﬁrst hand anti-smoking laws in licensed
premises come into
effect on July 1.
While he said licensed
premises became more
client friendly in East
Kent after the ban
was introduced, he
said they also led to
altercations and safety
issues.
“Many pubs and
clubs were slow or
ill prepared to make
structural changes to
accommodate smokers
and some just didn’t
have the capacity,” he
said.
“There were worrying signs of groups
of patrons standing
around in front of the
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